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Excellencies,  
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 

 I thank the Government of Honduras, the Organization 
of American States and the High Commissioner for Refugees 
for the opportunity to speak to this High-level Roundtable 
about the Global Compact on Migration and its 
complementarity to the Global Compact on Refugees.  
 
 Our ability to better manage human mobility rests on 
both compacts being as strong as possible: widely-
supported; and human rights-centred, and with the needs of 
those most vulnerable firmly at their heart.  The two 
compacts are separate and distinct, their nature and content 
will differ due to the existing legal and governance regimes, 
but they are mutually reinforcing.   
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Better managed safe orderly and regular migration will 
encourage respect for the principle of asylum, and contribute 
to a more effective implementation of asylum regimes.  And, 
in my view, an expansion of regular channels for migration, 
including labour and skills mobility schemes, will serve to 
reduce irregular migration, and contribute to the overarching 
aim of the Refugee Compact.  

 
 At the same time, greater international solidarity and 

more comprehensive responses to refugee flows, will create 
a more receptive environment for all persons on the move.  

 
Migrants and refugees often move in mixed groups and 

face similar challenges.  Recognizing this, the New York 
Declaration contains commitments applicable to both.  These 
commitments focus on better reception for all persons, the 
identification of and assistance to persons with specific 
needs, including children, women and vulnerable individuals; 
the pursuit of alternatives to detention, education for 
children and access to health care; and they highlight the 
need to combat trafficking and smuggling.  Effectively 
addressing these issues will strengthen both the refugee 
response and the management of migration.  
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 Now let me turn to the process leading to the Global 
Compact on Migration which differs from that of the Global 
Compact on Refugees.  
 
 The Global Compact on Migration will be a legally non-
binding document negotiated among states.  Over the past 
year, under the auspices of the UN General Assembly and 
facilitated by the Permanent Representatives of Mexico and 
Switzerland, six thematic consultations were held to examine 
the complex and diverse issues related to migration. Multi-
stakeholders hearings and regional consultations were also 
organized in all regions.  These have proven useful in 
developing a common understanding of the complexities of 
migration and have highlighted its overwhelming benefits, its 
truly global nature, and, of course its diverse regional 
specificities.  
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 In December, a stocktaking meeting will be held in 
Mexico and, under the stewardship of the co-facilitators, a 
draft of the Global Compact on Migration will be prepared for 
negotiations among member states.  A report by the 
Secretary General is in the course of preparation and will 
also contribute to this process. The Global Compact on 
Migration should be finalized in the first half of next year and 
adopted at an International Conference next fall. 

 
 Without pre-judging the outcome of the December 

stock taking meeting, I consider the following elements to be 
central components of a successful outcome of the Global 
Compact.  
 

 First, it must be people-centred, promoting and 
protecting the human rights of all people regardless of their 
migratory status.  
 
 Second, it must recognize both state sovereignty as 
well as state interdependence; better migration management 
rests on the willingness of states to enhance cooperation at 
the regional and international levels.   
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 Third, it will need to be forward looking, containing 
provisions to deal with current challenges as well as the 
flexibility to address the evolving nature of human mobility.  
 
 Above all, the Global Compact on Migration must be 
based on reality and not on myths, stereotypes and fear.  It 
must acknowledge that most migration is well-regulated and 
beneficial to states of origin and destination.  The challenges 
posed by irregular migration should be addressed, in part, by 
regularization efforts and an increase in legal pathways, and 
not by the criminalization and marginalization of irregular 
migrants, who are the first to suffer, often in unconscionable 
ways, from their situation. 

 
In conclusion, I should emphasize that discussions on 

the implementation of the CRRF, while focused on refugees, 
will touch on these issues of concern to migrants. And 
progress made in strengthening the refugee legal framework, 
building upon the 1951 Convention and the Cartagena 
Declaration, and increasing protection for persons fleeing 
violence, will assist in strengthening our advocacy to 
improve migration governance and the lives of migrants. 
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We have a common project.  Much depends on our 
combined efforts.  

 
I thank you for your kind attention. 




