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1. Background 
 

On the 3rd of December 2014, 28 countries and 3 territories of Latin America and the 
Caribbean unanimously adopted the Brazil Plan of Action1 as the conclusion of the 
process commemorating the 30th anniversary of the 1984 Cartagena Declaration on 
Refugees. It was a response to new international protection challenges and addressed 
the identification of solutions for refugees, displaced and stateless persons in Latin 
America and the Caribbean in the next 10 years. 

 
The second chapter of the plan established the "Quality Asylum” Programme with the 
objective of improving the quality of status determination procedures, strengthening the 
capacity and knowledge of asylum authorities, and introducing efficient management 
concepts and procedures. Additionally, the sixth chapter of the plan featured a 
programme for the eradication of statelessness and the eighth chapter established that, 
once the States have defined the programmes and actions they wish to prioritise, they 
will elaborate specific projects to implement them and they will explore the possibility of 
creating evaluation and follow-up mechanisms. In this regard, the States entrusted the 
UNHCR with the creation of progress reports every three years and a final report for 
2024. 

 
 

1  Brazil Plan of Action, “A Common Roadmap to Strengthen Protection and Promote Sustainable Solutions for 
Refugees, Displaced and Stateless Persons in Latin America and the Caribbean within a Framework of 
Cooperation and Solidarity.” Brasilia, December 2014. Available at: 
http://www.acnur.org/t3/fileadmin/Documentos/BDL/2014/9865.pdf 
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The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Worship of the Republic of Argentina and 
the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) is 
organising a sub-regional meeting to evaluate the implementation of the 
Brazil Plan of Action programmes related to the quality of asylum and the 
eradication of statelessness. 
The event will bring together various Latin American countries which have 
worked on the implementation of said programmes and its purpose will be to 
gather input for the drawing up of triennial progress report, to favour the 
exchange of good practices and lessons learned as well as to identify the 
outstanding challenges and the work priorities for the 2018-2020 period. 



 

 
 

 
 
 
2. Objectives of the Meeting 

 
The specific objectives of the meeting are to: 

 
a) Gather input about all the progress registered, both on national and regional 
levels, in the implementation of the “Quality Asylum” and the “Eradicating 
Statelessness” Programmes of the Brazil Plan of Action, with a view to drawing up 
the triennial progress report; 
b) Favour the exchange of good practices and lessons learned among the countries; 
c) Identify the outstanding challenges, priorities (2018-2020) and areas which 
require greater international cooperation for the implementation of the actions of 
the Plan, financing of specific projects or technical consultancy from the UNHCR. 

 
 
3. Participants 

 
The meeting will bring together the Latin American countries which have worked on the 
implementation of the “Quality Asylum” and “Eradicating Statelessness” Programmes. 
Additionally, civil society organisations and human rights bodies of the Organisation of 
American States (OAS) will be invited to participate. 

 
 
4. Methodology 

 
The meeting will be divided into three sessions: an introductory session and an 
additional session for each programme. UNHCR will be the administrative secretariat 
and the rapporteur of the meeting, and will present the main outcomes during the 
closing of the event. 
The sessions will be moderated by a designated country or by experts from the UNHCR. 
The interventions from countries will have a maximum duration of 5 minutes. The 
discussion is expected to focus on the following guiding questions: 

 
1) What good practices or lessons learned can your country share with regard to 
the registered progresses? 
2) What are the outstanding challenges and what actions will be prioritised in the 
next three years? 
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3) Which actions require greater cooperation, technical consultancy from the 
UNHCR or international financing? 

 
The international bodies and civil society organisations can speak in the plenary 
discussion once the interventions of the States have concluded. 

 
 
5. Logistical information 

 
The event will take place on the 2nd and 3rd of November 2017 in the Autonomous City 
of Buenos Aires in the Republic of Argentina. The working languages will be Spanish, 
Portuguese and English, with simultaneous interpreting. The UNHCR will provide 
financial support to the participating countries, in accordance with its travel policy, and 
will cover the costs of board, food, travel (plane ticket via the most economic and direct 
route possible) and transfer to and from the airport. The UNHCR will not provide 
medical insurance and this must be contracted by each party if necessary. 
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