
  

  

 

Displacement and Protection Needs in Central America 

Project: Information gathering and advocacy for increased protection of refugees, asylum 
seekers and other displaced persons in Central America 

 

 
 

 

I. Studies on the Profiling of Returnee Population with Protection Needs in the Northern 
Triangle Countries  
 
In 2013, UNHCR commissioned three studies in El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras with the aim 
to profiling of the population returned/deported from United States and Mexico to the three 
countries.  
 
The study commissioned in Guatemala and conducted by the Pastoral Care of Human Mobility was 
completed and launched on June 20th – World Refugee Day. The study shows that at least 3% of 
people deported to Guatemala from Mexico and the United States left their country due to violence, 
forced recruitment and threats, although poverty and economical needs continue being the main 
causes for migrating.  
 

 
 

The Scalabrinian Sisters conducted the study in Honduras, which has now been finalized and is 
undergoing the final review prior to its launching. While waiting for its completion it is already 
possible to state that the study allows to identify the areas where the phenomenon of forced 
displacement is more frequent in Honduras, i.e. the departments of Cortés, Francisco Morazán, 
Olancho, Yoro and Atlantis. At the level of municipalities, those who left are mostly from the Central 
District, San Pedro Sula, La Ceiba, El Progreso and Juticalpa. These five municipalities matched the 
highest number of homicides in 2012. 
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IOM and the Central American University José 
Simeón Cañas conducted the study in El Salvador. 
The Study on “The Profiling of Salvadoran 
returnees with protection needs” was finalized 
and publicly launched on November 27th in 
coordination with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
IOM and the Central American University (UCA).  
The study highlights the multicausality of the 
departures and brings light into violence and 
persecution as one, although not the primary, of 
the reasons for leaving the country. The data 
revealed that between the first quarter of 2013 
and the first quarter of 2014 there is an increase 
from 5.2% to 10.8% of people who have left their 
country due to insecurity and violence.   
 

 



  

A conclusion the studies have in common is that it appears that the causes of the displacement are 
often intertwined and linked either directly or indirectly to a context of violence in the Central 
American Northern Triangle countries. An improvement of the questionnaires will lead to a clearer 
picture of the phenomenon and UNHCR is working to this end.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
II. Cooperation with SICA 
 

In a meeting held on December 10 and 11, UNHCR and SICA agreed in a common plan of actionfor 
2015. The plan will include a joint training of the judicial system (judges, district attorneys and police 
officers) on different areas such as security mechanisms and regional integration. It was 
recommended to replicate the training courses on international protection and forced displacement 
in each country, SICA will formalize agreements with training schools that focus on justice, 
prosecution and security in each country.  
 
Among the projects implemented by the Central American Security Strategy (ESCA) on social 
prevention of violence, it was recommended to organize a meeting to revise the activities planned 
for 2015 and to consider including a module on protection of IDPs and refugees in the regional 
postgraduate course. SICA will support a coordination meeting between UNHCR and UNDP in the 
context of the integral security and violence prevention project in Central America.  
 
The Framework Treaty on Democratic Security in undergoing an updating process and asylum and 
forced displacement topics can be included during this stage which will aid to incorporate forced 
displacement in the regional security agenda.  
 
Furthermore, there is a harmonization of criminal laws project focused on the response to organized 
crime. In the context of this project, SICA will create a space to allow UNHCR to position forced 
displacement in the regional dialogue in the Inter institutional Consortium integrated by the 
Supreme Justice Courts, Public Prosecutors Offices, Justice, Security and Government Ministries of 
the SICA countries.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Documents attached (only available in Spanish): Study on the Profiling of Returnee Population with 

Protection Needs from Guatemala 

Study on the Profiling of Returnee Population with Protection Needs from El Salvador 

Media Coverage (only available in Spanish):    

http://www.rree.gob.sv/index.php/noticias-ciudadano/item/3830-cancilleria-asiste-a-presentacion-de-
investigacion-sobre-migrantes-retornados 

http://www.acnur.org/t3/fileadmin/Documentos/Publicaciones/2014/9676.pdf 

http://www.acnur.org/t3/noticias/noticia/acnur-presenta-un-estudio-sobre-la-poblacion-salvadorena-

retornada/ 

 

Documents attached:  Cooperation Agreement between UNHCR and SICA, 2014. - Protection to persons 

displaced by violence caused by Transnational Organized Crime (TCO).   

http://www.sica.int/consulta/Noticia.aspx?idn=88494&idm=1   (only available in Spanish) 

http://www.rree.gob.sv/index.php/noticias-ciudadano/item/3830-cancilleria-asiste-a-presentacion-de-investigacion-sobre-migrantes-retornados
http://www.rree.gob.sv/index.php/noticias-ciudadano/item/3830-cancilleria-asiste-a-presentacion-de-investigacion-sobre-migrantes-retornados
http://www.acnur.org/t3/fileadmin/Documentos/Publicaciones/2014/9676.pdf
http://www.acnur.org/t3/noticias/noticia/acnur-presenta-un-estudio-sobre-la-poblacion-salvadorena-retornada/
http://www.acnur.org/t3/noticias/noticia/acnur-presenta-un-estudio-sobre-la-poblacion-salvadorena-retornada/
http://www.sica.int/consulta/Noticia.aspx?idn=88494&idm=1


  

 
 

 
I. Monitoring and Protection Network  
 

UNHCR is developing a protection and monitoring network in Guatemala to register and refer all the 
cases of people in need of international protection.  
 
The Network is already active in the northern Guatemalan border (Tecun Uman), in Guatemala City, 
and Petén (border with Mexico); it will soon expand its work to Izabal (border with Honduras) as 
well. The Protection and Monitoring Network Focal Points are the Pastoral of Human Mobility (PMH) 
in Guatemala City, Tecun Umán, Huehuetenango and Petén; Migrant Houses along the border 
between Guatemala, Mexico, Honduras and Belize, as well as the Ombudsman’s Field Offices in San 
Marcos, Huehuetenango, Jutiapa, Chiquimula and Izabal.  
 
The Protection and Monitoring Network has identified in 2014, 308 cases of persons with protection 
needs, which are disaggregated as follows: 135 were deported and 173 were in transit.  Interviews 
have confirmed that a certain percentage of those in transit are fleeing from violence.  
 
According to official statistics from the Immigration Office, deportations from Mexico increased by 
20 % in 2014 in comparison to the data from 2013 ( 24.583 deported until the end of August, with a 
projection of 36.874 until the end of 2014, versus 29.598 in 2013 ).  
 
Missions were conducted by UNHCR specifically to the Petén area where several meetings where 
held with members of the Monitoring and Protection Network, including a meeting at the border 
point with Belize: Melchor de Mencos. The Focal Points for the Network in Petén have noticed an 
increase in the population from Honduras, El Salvador and to some extent from Nicaragua who have 
been transiting through the area heading northward.  
 
The Monitoring and Protection Network data base has been developed to store information 
electronically with the view to be able to produce statistics on identified cases and it is currently 
being tested by UNHCR and PMH.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
I. Follow up on the Inter institutional Commission for the protection of persons displaced 
by violence (ICFD) 
 

The ICFD is finalizing the preparation of a National Directory of Institutions concerned with the 
protection of IDPs.  
 
UNHCR and the ICFD discussed with the President of the National Congress possible cooperation 
between the Congress and the Commission to establish a legal framework for the protection of IDPs 
in the country, which is currently non-existent. The President of the Congress expressed the full 
support for this initiative.   
 

Guatemala 

 

Honduras 

 



  

In  November, four ICFD members (Ministry of Security, Ministry of Human Rights and Justice, 
Scalabrinian Sisters and APUVIMEH (Partnership for a Better Life - NGO), a member of the Human 
Rights Commission of the National Congress, as well as UNHCR undertook a mission to Colombia to 
share experiences, best practices and tools between authorities and representatives of civil society, 
both in Colombia and Honduras, in order to better develop actions for the prevention and 
monitoring of forced displacement, and for the protection of IDPs. The mission met with 
representatives of UNHCR Colombia, The Ombudsperson, The Ministry of Interior, The Constitutional 
Court, CODHES (The Advisory Office for Human Rights and Displacement), the Norwegian Refugee 
Council (NRC), the Victims Registration Unit and “Dignificar” and “Sevillana” shelters. 
Additionally, two members of the ICFD (Ministry of Human Rights and Justice and Ministry of 
Inclusion and Social Development), attended a Training on Forced Displacement in San Remo (Italy) 
accompanied by UNHCR.  
 

The Profiling Exercise 
The ICFD is supporting the profiling exercise which the National Statistics Institute (INE) started in 
October. UNHCR provided technical assistance and in depth training to INE staff members on the 
questionnaires to be utilized during the exercise by the interviewers.  
An initial pilot exercise was undertaken in three different neighbourhoods in San Pedro Sula to test 
technique and instruments which would be adopted to collect the data for the exercise. The profiling 
exercise started on November 21th with twelve teams including a supervisor, three survey takers 
and a driver; the teams gathered the information across the country for 29 days (until December 
20th) and the data base with the information collected will be delivered to UNHCR on December 
31st.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Media Coverage (only available in Spanish):  
 Meeting between UNHCR AND Honduran National Congress:  
http://www.congresonacional.hn/index.php/2014-02-10-22-24-42/congreso/item/654-presidente-del-cn-y-
representante-de-acnur-dialogan-sobre-legislacion-para-proteccion-a-refugiados 
http://www.hondudiario.com/?q=node/14498  

http://www.diarioelarticulista.com/2014/11/presidente-del-cn-y-representante-de.html  

 

 

http://www.congresonacional.hn/index.php/2014-02-10-22-24-42/congreso/item/654-presidente-del-cn-y-representante-de-acnur-dialogan-sobre-legislacion-para-proteccion-a-refugiados
http://www.congresonacional.hn/index.php/2014-02-10-22-24-42/congreso/item/654-presidente-del-cn-y-representante-de-acnur-dialogan-sobre-legislacion-para-proteccion-a-refugiados
http://www.hondudiario.com/?q=node/14498
http://www.diarioelarticulista.com/2014/11/presidente-del-cn-y-representante-de.html

