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20th June 

Celebration of World Refugee Day in Ecuador 

 

 

Quito (ECUADOR), 16th June - World Refugee Day is celebrated across the world on 20th 

June. On this date we remember the millions of refugees that have had to flee their countries 

because of wars or internal conflict, leaving behind their home, family, work and friends. 

Ecuador, the country with the most refugees in Latin America, is a benchmark of generosity in 

the region.  

 

Currently there are roughly 54,000 refugees recognized by the Ecuadorian Government living 

in the country. 98% are Colombians who have fled the conflict in the neighbouring country. 

60% of them live in urban neighbourhoods of the country while approximately 70% are 

women, children and adolescents. There is a growing influx of refugees into Ecuador. One 

thousand four hundred people are estimated to arrive in the country every month, especially 

over the northern border. On a world scale, over 43 million people are displaced by violence, 

the large majority of whom (about 80%) live in developing nations. The work of the United 

Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) spans over 120 countries.  

 

UNHCR in Ecuador works with the Ecuadorian Government and partner organizations. These 

actors implement integration projects benefiting the recipient communities as well as the 

refugee population. In the words of Deborah Elizondo, UNHCR representative in Ecuador, 

“Ecuadorians and citizens of all the world, we commemorate this date and reflect on the 

great hardship experienced by refugees, who are forced to leave their countries. At the 

same time we celebrate the solidarity of the inhabitants of the countries that take them in.” 

 

In December last year, the High Commissioner, António Guterres, while visiting Ecuador 

remarked that the International Community is indebted to Ecuador. In this commemoration, 

we make an appeal for help and support to be stepped up towards the Ecuadorian 

Government and people who so generously share their resources with the refugees. We face 

various challenges in our work with this population group, one of the foremost being to fight 

the creation of negative stereotypes and xenophobic attitudes.  

 

Several events are held nationwide on and around this date, jointly with partner organizations 

and institutions, in the main cities and towns, including: 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Quito 

• Cycle caravan to be held during the Public Bike Ride, on Sunday 19
th

 June. Scheduled to 

leave the Plaza Grande at 10.30 a.m. and end with a public event in La Carolina park 

(Amazonas and Japón) at 12.00 p.m.  

• Integration Fair, to be held on Saturday 18th and Sunday 19
th

 June all day in La Carolina park 

(Amazonas and Japón). 

 

Esmeraldas 

• Closure of the Street Football Festival and opening of the Street Circus on Saturday 18th 

June in the Playa de las Palmas, Esmeraldas, from 2.00 p.m. onwards. 

• Young adults from the Fine Arts School of Esmeraldas will paint three murals in the town’s 

Civic Plaza. The murals will be officially handed over to the municipal authorities on 17
th

 

June.  

• Integration Fair in the central park of San Lorenzo on 20th June from 2.00 p.m. onwards.  

 

Sucumbíos 

• Cultural Encounter organized in San Valentín neighbourhood of Lago Agrio on 20th June, 

from 11.30 a.m. A community lunch will be held.  

• On 25th June, in Barranca Bermeja, on the banks of the San Miguel river, there will be 

celebrations to inaugurate the new street lighting system, starting at 11.00 a.m. 

 

Imbabura 

• Walk for Peace and Integration on the Loma de Guayabilla, on Saturday 18th June, from 

8.00 a.m., reaching Ibarra at 2.00 p.m. 

• Second Intercultural Football Championship for boys and girls, called Un gol por la 

integración [A goal for integration], with the participation of famous local footballers. Craft 

Fair in the Afro-Cultural Centre in El Juncal at 3.00 p.m. on 23rd June.  

 

Carchi:  

• Presentation of the exhibition “Prohibido olvidar: el Triunfo sobre la esclavitud” [No 

forgetting: the triumph over slavery] in Santa Ana Intercultural Centre in La Concepción, 

Canton of Mira, on 23rd June at 11.00 a.m. 

• Cultural Encounter for Integration in the parish of Julio Andrade in Tulcán on 1
st

 July at 

10.00 a.m. 

• Laying of the first stone of the Infants’ Centre in the Centenario neighbourhood of San 

Gabriel, at 3.00 p.m. on 20
th

 June. 

 

Santo Domingo 

• Unión en Diversidad Intercultural Festival in the town of Santo Domingo on 18th June, from 

10.30 a.m. to 5.00 p.m. in the Parque de la Juventud. 

• Open House in Parque Zaracay in Santo Domingo starting at 10.00 a.m. 

 

Azuay 

• Microbusiness and Food Fair in Plazoleta El Otorongo from 9.00 a.m. to 3.00 p.m. on 18th 

June. 

 



 

 

MAIN ACTIVITIES 

 

Quito 
UNHCR co-organized a bicycle ride on the main streets of Quito. The event was part of an 

initiative called Living Together in Solidarity, which UNHCR has led for close to a year and which 

includes the City of Quito, the Ombudsman, and various civil society organizations like the 

Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS), Fundación Ambiente y Sociedad (FAS), Jesuit Refugee 

Service, Scalabrinian Mission, Pastoral Social CARITAS, Fundación Nuestros Jóvenes, and Asylum 

Access. 

 

The main objective of the event was to reduce discrimination and xenophobia and promote a 

better understanding about the situation of people living in a condition of human mobility, 

including the refugee population in Ecuador.   

 

The bicycle ride ended with a public act in Parque La Carolina. A micro-entrepreneur fair, 

featuring handicrafts, food, and music by refugees and Ecuadorians rounded off the events of 

the day.  The participating organizations manned tents throughout the bike path to distribute 

information about the campaign. The City of Quito decided to join the UNHCR-led campaign to 

strengthen their own human mobility campaign – What would you do in my shoes? – which is 

also supported by UNHCR. 

Credits: UNHCR/ R.Cedeño 
 

 

 

 
Credits: UNHCR/ R.Cedeño  

 

 

 



 

Esmeraldas 
The main event was the Closure of the Street Football Festival in Las Palmas beach, city of 

Esmeraldas, which has been implemented since 2010.  This is an initiative that includes several 

activities for promoting a culture of peace within the young population of the province.  

Participants include around 400 adolescents.  UNHCR has led this process jointly with Nación de 

Paz.    During this year,  Nación de Paz additionally trained young adults to put on a circus, 

known as the Circo de la Paz (Peace Circus), directed by a young refugee in Esmeraldas. Its 

objective was to promote local integration within Ecuadorians and refugee population.  One of 

the main achievements was to highlight the positive contribution of the refugees in the 

province.  Main organizations that participated in this event included the Municipality of 

Esmeraldas, Foundation for the Refugee Education Trust (RET), Cooperativa de Ahorro y Crédito 

Afro Ecuatoriana de la Pequeña Empresa (CACAEPE), Fondo Ecuatoriano Populorum Progressio 

(FEPP) and the 21 de Septiembre Association of Sexual Workers. 

 

   
Credits: UNHCR/ R.Zavala 
 

In coordination with the Fine Arts College and Esmeraldas Town Council, five public spaces 

were chosen in the Civic Plaza of Esmeraldas for painting the murals, which, when put 

together, form a mosaic portraying local culture and integration. As a result, the city will 

maintain permanent visibility of solidarity towards people from other nationalities, including 

the refugee population. 

 

   
Credits: UNHCR/ R.Zavala 

 

Additionally, inhabitants of the city of San Lorenzo organized an Open House “San Lorenzo: a 

Supportive Border” in the main park of the city. Refugees who have received microbusiness 

assistance were given the opportunity to show off their work and produce; the displays 

included the following businesses: food, crafts, beauty and hairdressing, dressmaking, 

carpentry and mechanics.  Around 400 people participated in this event including refugees, the 

local population, authorities and representatives of local institutions.  The participation of three 

Colombo-Ecuadorian organizations (Manos Amigas, Caminos de Vida, Bordando Ilusiones) was 

particularly noteworthy.  



 

Sucumbíos  

Youth Encounter of the canton of Lago Agrio, in which 10 groups of adolescents and young 

adults took part in fun team competitions (gymkana) under the slogan Convivir en Solidaridad 

(Living Together in Solidarity). Its objective was to create a game-based space for the 

participation of adolescents and young adults with a view to helping improve the organizational 

fabric of the canton, establishing a gender-sensitive approach with respect for diversity (origin, 

nationality, etc.).  Participation of around 150 adolescents and young adults - Ecuadorians and 

refugees - in a collective event filled with messages of peaceful, supportive coexistence and 

respect, in a town with a high density of refugees. Institutions that participated in this event 

included the Decentralized Government of Lago Agrio (GADMLA for its initials in Spanish), the 

Provincial Education Authority, RET, HIAS, and others. 

 

Another event includes the grassroots encounter in one of the neighbourhoods with the 

highest concentration of refugees in Sucumbíos: Grassroots Cultural Encounter in San Valentín 

neighbourhood. The event included sports and cultural activities and a community lunch, made 

possible by the voluntary help of at least 80 inhabitants of San Valentín and other nearby 

neighbourhoods; this lunch was attended by roughly 600 people. This activity was organized to 

expand spaces for supportive coexistence among refugees and Ecuadorians in an urban setting 

where integration difficulties for the refugees have been identified.  

 

 

Credits: UNHCR/  ME. Barona 

 

Additionally, around 100 people from neighboring communities from various points along the 

border organized a community encounter in Barranca Bermeja. Communities shared a 

collective space for getting together and celebrating, thus reflecting the ability for integration 

that they show on a day-to-day basis. 

 

   
Credits: UNHCR/  ME.Barona 

 

 

 



 

Imbabura 
The Second Intercultural Children’s Football Championship Un Gol por la Integración [A Goal 

for Integration] was held on June 23 in the community El Juncal.  Over 80 boys and girls – 

Ecuadorians and Colombian refugees from different indigenous groups and nationalities - met 

on the football pitches of El Juncal, not just getting goals on the field but also scoring for the 

integration of the different nationalities, accompanied by two famous Ecuadorian footballers: 

Agustín Delgado and Walter Calderón. After the community lunch, accompanied by the local 

authorities, these celebrities enjoyed the lively, colourful performances of different music 

bands and dance groups. Around 400 people participated in this event.  Main institutions that 

actively contributed to this initiative included the Ministry of Culture and the National 

Coordination of Black Women in Ecuador – CONAMUNE.  

 

Additionally, about 200 people walked for peace, solidarity and integration through the main 

streets of Ibarra and beyond, to a nearby hill called Loma de Guayabillas, where refugee 

families of Colombian origin and Ecuadorians shared unforgettable moments of fun and 

happiness, with traditional games, raffles, competitions, cultural performances and magic.  

 

In June, the UNHCR office in Ibarra, along with local authorities, neighbourhood leaders, 

community promoters, different organizations and dozens of Ecuadorian and refugee families, 

took part in several communal work sessions (called mingas due to their name in Quichua). 

The sessions focused on maintaining, improving, painting and remodelling public spaces. 

 

 

Credits: UNHCR/  D. Yepez 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Credits: UNHCR/  D. Yepez  

 

  
 



 

Carchi 
As part of the inauguration of the Intercultural House in the Afro-community of Santa Ana – 

Canton of Mira – Carchi, by the Ministry of Culture, the photo exhibition titled “No Forgetting - 

the Triumph over Slavery” was held.  The participating organizations were urged to join the 

Living Together in Solidarity campaign. The Ministry of Culture, through its Under-Secretary’s 

Office and the Provincial Authority of El Carchi, signed up with the campaign Manifesto, along 

with the Association of Rural Parish Councils of El Carchi.  Participants included population from 

16 Afro-communities, Mira Town Council, Parish Council Association of El Carchi and around 

250 people from different communities of the province. 

 

  
                                       Credits: UNHCR/  Tulcán 

 

In the Centenario neighbourhood of San Gabriel, the first stone was laid towards the building 

of an infants’ centre, which will allow for under fives – whether Ecuadorians or refugees - to be 

looked after and attended. This project has been coordinated with the Town Council of 

Montúfar, FEPP, INFA (Ecuadorian National Institute for Children and the Family) and UNHCR.  

 

Additionally, a Cultural Encounter was held in the city of Tulcán and parish of Julio Andrade, in 

coordination with the Town Council of Tulcán, Parish Council of Julio Andrade and the 

educational centres of the parish. The event encouraged people to work for the peace of the 

parish inhabitants and the integration of the refugee population, and included a march and 

cultural performances, such as drama, music and dance, creating a space for interaction. 

Around 300 people participated in this encounter including representatives from refugees 

associations and from UNHCR partner agencies. 

 

 

   
Credits: UNCHR/  Tulcán 

 

 

 



 

Santo Domingo 
Ecuadorians and Colombian refugees participated in an intercultural festival in Santo Domingo 

called Union en Diversidad.  Its objective was to promote a better understanding of the refugee 

situation in the country. Around 500 people visited this event that included recreational and 

cultural activities.  Colombian refugees who are starting out with small business projects were 

able to display and sell their handmade wares and traditional dishes.  Additionally, UNHCR 

jointly with the Department of Peoples and Social Movements (Secretaría de Pueblos y 

Movimientos Sociales), HIAS, FAS and the Red Cross organized an Open House where marquees 

were put up and exhibited informative material on the mission and work of the mentioned 

organizations. 

 

Azuay 
Refugees, Migrants, Immigrants and local population participated in a micro-entrepreneur fair 

in Cuenca called “Feria de Diversidad y Emprendimiento Cuenca 2011” which aim was to 

promote local integration.  Approximately, 30 small businesses showcased its products 

including handicrafts, furniture, food and textiles.  Around 700 people from different 

communities of the province visited the fair.  Main organizations that supported this initiative 

included the Secretaría Nacional del Migrante (SENAMI), the Migrant House of the Municipality 

of Cuenca, the program called Canje de Deuda Ecuador – España, the Social Security Ecuadorian 

Institute, FEPP, HIAS, among others. 

 

 

  
Credits: UNHCR/ G. Montero 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Credits: UNHCR/ Santo Domingo 

  

 



 

MEDIA COVERAGE 
 

Broad media coverage including international, national and local media (public and private): 

CNN, BBC, TeleSur TV, ECUAVISA, Ecuador TV, Agencia Andes, Radio Netherlands, El Comercio, 

El Hoy, El Universo, La Hora, Ecuador Inmediato, Revista Vistazo, El Telégrafo, Expreso,  Metro 

Hoy, El Ciudadano, El Mercurio, El Tiempo, El Norte, Radio Municipal, Radio Quito, Radio 

Centro, Radio Colón, Radio Universal, etc. UNHCR Representative and Deputy Representative 

were interviewed in several media outlets. 

 

 

For further information on UNHCR’s work in Ecuador and the world, visit:  

www.acnur.org 

www.unhcr.org 

Public Information: 

Andrea Durango (durangoa@unhcr.org)  

Andrea Escalante (escalant@unhcr.org) 

 

 


