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Buenos Aires, 04 July 2017 

 
Ref: 17/AF/113 - Vacancy announcement for UNHCR Regional Office for Southern Latin 
America  
 
 
Post Title  Private Sponsorship Consultant  

 
Post Level  
 

Individual Consultant 

Duty Station  Buenos Aires, Argentina  
 

Closing Date  
 
Type of contract 

18 July 2017 (inclusive)  
 
3-month contract – from 1st August 2017 to 31 
October 2017 

 
General background of Project or Assignment:  
 
As part of Argentina’s plan to meet their commitments to admit 3,000 Syrian refugees, Argentina has 
expressed an interest in developing and implementing private sponsorship programs. Sponsorship 
enables individual families and community groups to support vulnerable people fleeing conflict by 
providing community support to enable their effective integration. Research into others experiences  of 
private sponsorship schemes  suggests that relative to other forms of resettlement, it can promote social 
connectedness, expedite language learning, provide routes into employment, increase innovation and 
create a more positive narrative around refugees. Private sponsorship programmes are currently being 
implemented within the country, however the need has been identified to explore the interest and 
potential of other community based groups, local governments (both provinces and municipalities), and 
NGOs within Argentina in participating in private sponsorship schemes.  
 
Overall purpose and Scope of Assignment: 
 

 The consultancy will be funded by the Emerging Resettlement Countries Joint Support Mechanism 
(ERCM) – a joint venture between the International Organization of Migration and the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees, aiming at better addressing the needs faced by new and emerging 
resettlement countries. The consultant will be under direct supervision of UNHCR Senior Regional 
Programme Officer in UNHCR Regional Office in Buenos Aires, and in close coordination with the 
headquarter-based ERCM Senior Policy Officer. The consultant will be responsible for conducting a 
research and scoping exercise, over three months, on how to strengthen community based sponsorship in 
Argentina, Specifically, the consultant will: 
 
 Based on existing models of sponsorship, assess the strengths and weaknesses of the ongoing 

programme in Argentina, current barriers and the support required to scale up this programme. 
 Explore the interest and attitude to the ongoing Sponsorship Programme of relevant stakeholders, 

such as CONARE, experienced refugee and civil society, provincial and municipal authorities and 
others involved in the Argentine resettlement programme in the past.  

 Seek experiences and views by refugees who arrived with the ongoing programmes.  
 Map out existing organizations (including but not limited to refugee organizations, local, provincial, 

and central governments, foundations, private sector corporations, civil society and faith based 
organizations, etc. in Argentina and beyond) with the interest and capacity to sponsor refugees into 
Argentina.  

 Explore with humanitarian / religious groups, working within the scope of the Humanitarian Visa 
program in identifying Syrian refugees, of their interest to play a better integrated role in the 
process, respecting basic protection-sensitive criteria.  
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 Identify one or more potential agencies/actors to play a coordination/liaison and support role 
between sponsors and government within the scope of a private sponsorship scheme. This or these 
actor(s) would also provide a platform to identify and disseminate best practices. 

 Identify the most adequate actor for formal monitoring and evaluation. 
 
Essential minimum qualifications:  
 
 Candidates must be Argentinean, naturalized or have a valid work visa.  
 University degree in international law, refugee law, political science, social science, international 

relations or similar. 
 At least 4 years of professional work experience relevant to refugee protection work, of which 2 

years in the field 
 Excellent legal research, analytical and drafting skills. 
 Very good knowledge of local institutions is essential 
 Fluency in English and Spanish with excellent reporting and writing skills.in both languages. 
 Demonstrable computer skills. 
 Excellent interpersonal skills. 

 
 
Professional experience required  
 Sound knowledge of and ability to network within Argentina’s main domestic social service 

providers within civil society, NGOs, faith based groups, etc; 
 Demonstrated experience in partnering and working with stakeholders from a wide range of 

backgrounds such as government, international organizations, corporations and civil society; 
 Demonstrated experience working in resettlement post-arrival contexts, especially if it includes 

community sponsorship programs like Canada’s; 
 Demonstrated experience in developing new multisector partnerships, analytical and political 

thinking and drafting high quality reports. 
 

Key Competencies 
 Knowledge of issues related to: refugees, forced migration and protection; and the different actors 

and stakeholders involved in the sponsorship model, in particular the Canadian sponsorship model; 
 Excellent communication skills and the ability to maintain effective working relationships with 

government authorities, national and international organizations, universities, philanthropists, and 
other project partners; 

 Advanced experience preparing proposals or business plans, including estimates to assess the level 
of effort that would be required to implement the consultancies recommendations.  

 
Submission of Applications: 
 
Candidates shall submit their application including a letter of interest, complete Curriculum Vitae, copy of 
relevant degrees and an updated United Nations Personal History Form (P.11 form – download by clicking on 
the following link: http://www.unhcr.org/recruit/p11new.doc ), all documents must be in PDF format. 
 
All candidates should submit their application via e-mail to argbuadm@unhcr.org. Kindly indicate: “Private 
Sponsorship Consultant - Argentina” in the subject line. 
 
 Applications received after the closing date will not be considered.  
 Only those candidates that are short-listed for interviews and tests will be contacted. 


