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13,133
humanitarian visas 
authorized

Since the increase in new arrivals (January 2022) until
January 2024, the PAAHM, located at the Guarulhos
International Airport, has already  assisted 6,213
recently arrived Afghan refugees in Brazil. The month
of January 2024 saw a relative decline in the number of
monthly assistances, with 242 Afghan nationals
supported, the lowest number since February 2023. 

In August 2022, within the framework of the
partnership between UNHCR and PAAHM (in force
since 2015), UNHCR started to support the Post in the
reception of Afghans by hiring three cultural mediators
and interpreters of the same nationality. 

UNHCR also maintained a constant presence at the
airport and providing specific support during the most
critical times in terms of new arrivals. 

Between January 2022 and January 2024:
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372
active asylum
claims*

AS OF DEC/2023

Source: Conare e STI -
Módulo Alerta e Restrição

recognized
refugees

AS OF DEC/2023

Source: National Committee
for Refugees (Conare) 

entered
Brazil

BETWEEN JAN/2022 - DEC/2023

Source: Sistema do
Trafégo Internacional (STI)

Learn more at
acnur.org.br/afeganistao

Source: PAAHM

6.213

referred to the
local shelter
network

Since 2 December 2020, Brazil recognizes the situation of serious and widespread violation of human rights in Afghanistan,
allowing its nationals to have facilitated procedures for the recognition of refugee status.

In September 2021, Interministerial Ordinance n. 24 guaranteed the safe entry of Afghan nationals into Brazil through a
humanitarian visa program that has since made possible to authorize 13,133 visas, out of which 10,985 have already been issued.
However, in September 2023, the Brazilian government introduced a new Interministerial Ordinance that brings significant
changes to the reception policy for Afghans in the country.

UNHCR is providing technical assistance to government authorities for the structuring of the new program outlined in the policy,
which will initially be valid until December 2024.

ADVANCED POST FOR HUMANIZED ASSISTANCE TO MIGRANTS (PAAHM)

Source: Ministry of
Foreign Affairs
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Protection and
Assistance to Afghan
Refugees in Brazil
JANUARY 2024

UNHCR has sought to
disseminate, through the Help
Plataform, key information in
English, Pashto and Dari for
Afghan nationals seeking
protection in Brazil.Source: Ministry of

Foreign Affairs

10,308

*Number of remaining active cases awaiting Conare's decision

2.479

Since November 2022, UNHCR collaborates with PAAHM to
improve the collection and disaggregation of data, as shown in the
charts below:

https://help.unhcr.org/brazil/en/information-for-the-afghan-population/
http://help.unhcr.org/brazil/en/information-for-the-afghan-population
http://help.unhcr.org/brazil/en/information-for-the-afghan-population
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SMADS - Municipal Secretariat of Assistance and Social
Development of São Paulo

CEBASP - Educational Community Sítio Pinheirinho

SEDS - State Secretariat for Social Development of São Paulo
SDAS - Secretariat of Development and Social Assistance of
Guarulhos

CROPH -  Regional Coordination of Human Promotion Works

ASBRAD - Brazilian Association for the Defense of Women,
Childhood, and Youth

ABBREVIATIONS

UNHCR Brazil's donor countries and global programs with flexible funds that support the humanitarian response in the country

Partnerships

*Aldeias Infantis SOS Brasil, Caritas Reg. Paraná, Caritas Arq. do Rio de Janeiro, Caritas Arq. de São Paulo,
IKMR, Inst. Migra. e Dir. Humanos (DF), Missão Paz e Serv. Jesuíta a Migrantes e Refugiados (BH e POA)

UNHCR Brazil private donors

TEMPORARY SHELTER NETWORK ACTIVATED BY PAAHM IN THE STATE OF SÃO PAULO

Protection and Assistance to Afghan refugees in Brazil

ENTRIES FROM AUGUST 2022 TO JANUARY 2024

MULTISECTORAL ASSISTANCE AND PROFILE OF THE AFGHAN
POPULATION
UNHCR counts on the partnerships
with civil society organizations* to offer
free services and assistance in several
areas, such as access to information and
guidance on documentation, housing,
health, education, Portuguese language
courses, job opportunities, among
others.

2,137
people supported
from 900 family
groups

BETWEEN SEP/2021 - JAN/2024

NEWS

613

82
have higher
education

have a post
graduate
degree

Vila Minha Pátria
Management:  Junta de Missões
Nacionais da Convenção Batista
Brasileira
Vacancies: 180 | Entries: 688

Terra Nova
Management:  SEDS and
ASBRAD

Vacancies: 50 | Entries: 232

Casa de Passagem
(Mooca)
Management:  SEDS and
Cáritas Brasileira Regional São
Paulo/CROPH

Vacancies: 50 | Entries: 215

Todos Irmãos
Management: UNHCR, 
SDAS, Cáritas SP e
Cáritas Guarulhos
Vacancies: 27 | Entries: 452

Povos Fraternos I e II
Management:  SDAS,
Núcleo Batuíra, Serviço de
Promoção da Família

Vacancies: 38 | Entries: 290

Povos Fraternos III
Management:  SDAS,
Núcleo Batuíra, Serviço de
Promoção da Família

Vacancies: 62 | Entries: 262

Casa do Migrante
Management:  Missão Paz
Vacancies: 110 | Entries: 216

CAE E benézer
Management: SMADS and
CEBASP
Vacancies: 200 | Entries: 1,089

Repúblicas
Management: SEDS and Cáritas
Brasileira Regional São Paulo
Vacancies: 50 | Entries: 177 

Aldeias Infantis Poá I e II
Management:  UNHCR and
Aldeias Infantis SOS
Vacancies: 90 | Entries: 251

SÃO PAULO

GUARULHOS

POÁ

MORUNGABA

The Giramundo Festival, promoted by the organization "Education without Borders",
celebrated the graduation of Afghan students from the various Portuguese courses
offered by the institution, including exclusive classes for women and children. In 2023,
182 Afghan refugees had access to Portuguese classes facilitated by "Education
without Borders" in partnership with UNHCR in six different shelters in the local
network. Language training opportunities mark a significant step in the journey of social
inclusion for these refugees, given that learning the Portuguese language serves as a
vector for effective access to public services, integration into Brazilian society and the
reconstruction of their lives in this new context.

LANGUAGE INCLUSION

Additional protocol to shelter regulations 

In December 2023, within the scope of the Working Group on Shelter
Management and Coordination, coordinated by UNHCR, the additional
protocol to the rules of shelters and reception centers was created, which
aims to promote peaceful and respectful coexistence between sheltered
people, as well as a welcoming and inclusive environment.

With a version translated into the Dari and Pashto languages, the rules
were discussed with the community in 10 shelters participating in the
Working Group through synchronous assemblies, in which 200 Afghan
refugees participated.

Female

+ 60
years old

18-59
years old

12-17
years old

5-11 
years old

0-4
years old

Participation in an event on human smuggling 
In January 2024, the Working Group on Shelter Management and Coordination
received an invitation from the Ministry of Justice and Public Security to participate
in the Validation Workshop of the National Plan to Combat Migrant Smuggling,
which sought to define concrete actions to fight the smuggling of migrants, in
addition to establishing coordination mechanisms between relevant actors.

The two organizations selected to represent the Group at the event were Núcleo
Batuíra and Caritas Arquidiocesana de São Paulo - the latter is an UNHCR partner.
The organizations presented the challenges of the managers of shelters for Afghan
refugees in disseminating reliable information about the risks of human smuggling,
as well as in implementing protective approaches for these populations.

Acolhimento Cemeando
Management: C.E.M.E.A.R.

Vacancies: 70 | Entries: 201

©  Education without Borders


